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2026 TRACK RULES
QUALIFYING 

· The above are minimum qualifying times 
AGED PACERS            2:08                            AGED TROTTERS         2:11 
3 Y O PACERS             2:09                             3 Y O TROTTERS          2:13 
2 Y O PACERS             2:10                             2 Y O TROTTERS          2:15 
 
· The above are minimum qualifying times 

APHRC Rules

· APHRC Rule 161. Within forty-five (45) days of being declared into race, a horse that has not raced previously at the gate chosen (or show a clean line) must go a qualifying race under the supervision of a judge holding a Senior or Associate Judge’s licence for parimutuel meetings and acquire at least one charted line by a licensed chart maker. However, for Added Money Events where the horse is declared in to race in an elimination race, within the 45day rule, but said elimination race does not fill, the said horse can go directly to the final even if the final is not contested within the 45day rule for said horse. Participants are encouraged to check added money events conditions concerning the number of days to be qualified.  
· APHRC Rule 347. No licensee shall: (1) commit assault or battery against any person. 233 (2) threaten to do bodily injury to any participant. (3) use insulting, offensive, or improper language to any person on the premiss. 
· 
· 


JUDGES LIST 
1 APHRC Rule 156. Any race where a horse makes a break in stride on anything but a fast track, will be considered a clean line. Any horse charted with 3 consecutive breaks must qualify regardless of track condition. Two breaks in a row on a fast track must qualify. Break off a qualifier on any track. 
2 Distanced in any two (2) consecutive races on any track or distanced off a qualifier on any track not meeting the time standard set by the track, must qualify. 
3 Poor performance 
4 Horses scratched off a qualifier must re-qualify. 
5 Any horse that is placed on the Judges List and is required to qualify, will be scratched from any subsequent race that it has drawn into. 
6 Any horse that refuses the gate in a race, causing a refund, will be scratched and must qualify twice. 
7 Any horse in a qualifying race that loses a shoe or has broken equipment that needs too much time to replace, or mend will be scratched from the qualifying race. 
8 Back-to-back scratches – due to sickness and/or lameness – horse must qualify. 

 
 

DECLARATION 
1 The Race Secretary must approve all declarations. 
2 All horses racing as claimers must have a SC electronic claiming authorization & registration on file in Race Office at the time of declaration. 
3 Only Owner of Trainer is eligible to enter a horse to race.
4 All declarations must bear the name of the owner, trainer, and driver.  Trainers using catch-drivers must give at least two (2) alternative drivers or the Race Secretary will assign a driver.  
5 Declarations must be made to the number listed on the Condition sheet (no voice mail entries will be accepted).  Non-Specific entries will be entered based on last condition confirmed.  
6 Automatic Entries are based on information on the automatic entry sheet.  If changes are required, an email can be sent to northisdedowns@outlook.com
7 The overnight sheet is posted online at the end of the draw day.  – any changes, errors or driver changes must be reported to the race office prior to printing the program.  Program is printed the following day at noon.  If a driver change is not received before noon the following day, a driver will be assigned.  Driver changes after the program is printed will result in a fine.
8 Management reserves the right to refuse entries that may pose a safety concern for participants, fans, and / or other animals.  
9 No race declarations will be accepted from those having outstanding stall rents in arrears more than 30 days. 
10 APHRC Rule 154. Any horse that is qualified to race with or without hopples will be permitted to be declared to a race with or without hopples as an equipment change without having to qualify with the equipment change. ** Must be reported at time of entry. APHRC Rule 197. Notwithstanding Rule 154, any horse that has raced with hopples and qualified to race without hopples may race without hopples in one parimutuel race and then go back to hopples for its next start without qualifying. Any horse that has raced without hopples and qualified to race with hopples may race with hopples in one pari-mutuel race and then go back to without hopples for its next start without qualifying. However, the trainer of the horse must decide, before declaration into the second programmed pari-mutuel race after qualifying, whether the horse will race without hopples or with hopples in any subsequent races. 
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Race Day:  
1. Equipment changes must be made 2 hours prior to Post time.  Changes can be made to the race office, or paddock judge.  No changes will be accepted after this time without a $25.00 late fine. 
2. On race days, clean and tidy uniforms must be worn by drivers and trainers who are warming up and racing horses. Full colors must be worn 2 hours prior to post time when on the track. In case of inclement weather, proper rain gear showing drivers colors and white pants must be worn.  
3. A fastened safety helmet, meeting the Snell Foundation standards for protective helmets, shall be worn by any person involved in the driving, training, or exercising of a racehorse including the getting to and from the barn, the paddock area, the winner’s circle and the racetrack surface at any licensed racetrack within the jurisdiction of the Commission 
4. Drivers placing objections should do so immediately upon completion of the race.  Objections go directly to the Patrol Judge, Starter, or the Paddock Judge. 
5. Only Licensed members over the age of  16 years of age are permitted to warm up or parade horses on race days. 
6. Only Standardbred Canada / MPHRC licensed members will be permitted into the paddock area.   
7. Trainers are responsible for having their horses properly equipped and shod for racing.  Unnecessary delays will not be tolerated, violations will result in fines or scratches for equipment delays. 
8. Saddle Cloths must be returned to the paddock or designated area in barn area immediately following each race.  Failure to do so may result in assessment of a Saddle Cloth retrieval fee up to but not exceeding $50. 
9. It shall be the responsibility of a trainer to have the horses under his or her care, and which are programmed to race, properly equipped and in the paddock.  Horses in the 1st and 2nd race should be in the paddock no less than 30 minutes before first post time.  Race 3 reports before Race 1 starts, Race 4 reports before Race 2 starts, Race 5 reports before race 3 starts ETC.
10. Drivers must report to the Paddock Judge not less than 30 minutes before post time of any race in which they are programmed to drive, unless excused by the Judges.  
11. Due to safety concerns, children are NOT allowed on the race bike for pictures in the winner’s circle. 
12. A horse finishing first in winners Over 3 consecutive starts will be assigned post position #6 in the next overnight event. 
13. Purse distribution percentages in overnight events are as follows: 1st- 45%, 2nd-22%, 3rd -15%, 4th -10%, and 5th -8%.     Additionally, 5% of winning money will be deducted from the winners payment for driver and trainer.
14. Purse distribution percentages in overnight events with fewer than 5 starters are the same as above with any percentages not paid out being retained by the track for future purses. 




.


Premise Rules:

1. All dogs or other pets need to be leashed when on the property and be under complete control of the owners when horses are present on the track. 
2. Management reserves the right to refuse entry to the property that may pose a safety concern for participants, fans, and / or other animals.  
3. Absolutely no towing of horses on the track or grounds and no jogging of horses in the parking lots 
4. Smoking is prohibited within 14 feet of the barns and in any other public building. 
5. Smoking is not permitted on the racetrack within 3 hours prior to post time of the first race on the program.  
6. Public consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited except in licensed premises. 
7. Horses are not to be moved from stall to stall or barn to barn or on and off the grounds without approval of the race office. 
8. All local horse owners, trainers and drivers racing at Northside Downs are required to have a Cape Breton Island Horse Owner’s membership paid on or before June 15th of the current year. Any owner’s memberships unpaid after this date will have the membership fees deducted directly from the purse cheques while trainers and drivers will not be permitted to use the facility for either training or racing purposes until membership is paid. 
Horse Owners/Trainer/Drivers between the age 30 + pay $100.00 membership fee.  
    Horse Owners/Trainer/Drivers between the age 25-29 pay $50.00 membership fee.  
        Horse Owners/Trainers/Driver under 25 years of age are free. 
9. 
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